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SUB J : ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN EXPORTERS OF WOOD 
REF: BANGUI 715/BANGUI A-054 (NOTAL) 

1. ALL INDICATIONS HERE ARE THAT GOCAR HAS NOT YET TAKEN 
DECISION IN FILLING POSITION OF SECRETARY GENERAL OF NEWLY 
CREATED INTERAFRICAN WOOD ORGANIZATION. 

2. ACCORDING GABONESE AMBASSADOR AUGUSTINE CHANGO, 

FRANCOIS PEHOUA, CURRENT CENTRAL BANK DIRECTOR HERE, 

WANTS THE POSITION AND IS PROBABLY FRONT-RUNNER IN FIELD OF VERY 
FEW QUALIFIED CANDIDATES. HOWEVER, PRESIDENT BOKASSA WHO WILL 
MAKE APPOINTMENT REPORTEDLY IS RELUCTANT RELEASE PEHOUA FROM 
BANK POSITION WHERE HE IS NEEDED AND PEHOUA’S STOCK WITH GOCAR 
UNDERSTOOD BE RATHER LOW AT PRESENT. 

3. LIBERIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, AUSTIN COLEMAN, WHO 
ATTENDED CONFERENCE AND HAS TAKEN ACTIVE INTEREST IN WOOD 
MATTERS GIVEN IMPORTANCE TIMBER INDUSTRY TO LIBERIA IS 
PESSIMISTIC ABOUT GOCAR'S ABILITY FIND QUALIFIED CANDIDATE. 
AMBASSADOR CHANGO HOWEVER SAID THAT HE HAD REASON BELIEVE 
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SECRETARY-GENERAL POSITION WOULD BE FILLED BY IANUARY 1. 
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